
WORLD RANKING LIST  in  HOT AIR BALLOONING 
of the Commission International Aerostatique (CIA)  within the Federation Aeronautique International (FAI)

including 752 Pilots from 40 nations calculated for July 2009

The World Ranking List was first established in 2000. Its purpose is to show a ranking of the top hot air
balloon pilots of the world. The list is established by a calculation formula that includes the results of the
World Championships, the World Air Games and to minor effect the competitor's national ranking position.
The list is updated whenever new results of the World Championships or the World Air Games are
available.

This World Ranking List is not to be used for invitational purposes!    The intention is to provide a
performance comparison among pilots of the world. The calculation formula of this Ranking List is to
be proven over a series of years and might be adapted.
Nota Bene: The National Aeroclubs can nominate any number of competing pilots for this list,
so taking the quota (or percentage) of one nations pilots in the World Ranking List for any
comparison could give a false impression of the performance of these nations pilots. In other words 
one could not deduct from this list that eg. Japan has the most best pilots placed under rank 100.

A service by the Competitors Subcommittee of the CIA / FAI. Detailed explanation is available on request.

Hot Air Balloon World Ranking List as of July 2009 - including 752 pilots from 40 nations

Rank Name NAC points

1. Uwe SCHNEIDER GER 1.000,00 BRONZE '06 SILVER '04
2. John PETREHN USA 984,83 GOLD '06

3. Francois MESSINES FRA 969,92 GOLD '08 current World Champion 2008
4. Takao MIZUKAMI JPN 963,41
5. Masahiko FUJITA JPN 963,33
6. David BAREFORD GBR 918,44 GOLD '02

7. Nick DONNER USA 913,87
8. Stephane BOLZE FRA 909,86 BRONZE '08 World Championships 2008, 3rd. Place
9. Markus PIEPER GER 907,71 GOLD '04

10. Rimas KOSTIUSKEVICIUS LTU 887,84
11. Paul GIBBS AUS 884,60 BRONZE '04
12. Joe HEARTSILL USA 873,16 SILVER '06
13. Lindsay MUIR GBR 870,16
14. Janne BALKEDAL SWE 855,83 BRONZE '02
15. Henk BROEDERS NED 854,73
16. Jan TIMMERS BEL 839,01
17. Witold FILUS POL 830,47
18. Mike HOWARD GBR 822,59
19. Gerald STÜRZLINGER AUT 821,28
20. Paul PETREHN USA 820,95
21. Yoshihiro MASUMOTO JPN 815,11
22. Joe ZVADA USA 814,58
23. Mamoru ENDO JPN 813,75
24. Yudai FUJITA JPN 813,20
25. Peter OLSSON SWE 810,19
26. Alexey MEDVEDSKY RUS 806,10 SILVER '08 World Vice Champion 2008
27. Michael SUCHY CZE 803,02
28. Lupercio LIMA BRA 802,10
29. Adolf KOHL GER 801,34
30. Sean KAVANAGH AUS 799,99
31. Crispin WILLIAMS GBR 799,72
32. Josep Maria LLADO COSTA ESP 781,78
33. Avi Slavko SORN SLO 777,07
34. Sven GÖHLER GER 766,12
35. Steven JONES USA 762,08 SILVER '02
36. Stefan ZEBERLI SUI 757,94
37. Patrick LEGENDRE FRA 756,15
38. Edwin MICHELL AUS 747,50
39. Colin WEBER LUX 736,93
40. Michael GENZ GER 736,47
41. Zoltan NEMETH HUN 727,07
42. Yoshikazu UEDA JPN 725,62
43. Luis SILVESTRE BRA 722,93
44. Valerijus MACHNORYLOVAS LTU 721,85
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45. Rubens KALOUSDIAN BRA 713,09
46. Peter DANKERL GER 712,31
47. Bogdan PRAWICKI POL 711,61
48. Bartosz NOWAKOWSKI POL 710,61
49. Lars EKSTEDT SWE 707,26
50. Pavel MERINSKY CZE 697,97
51. Angel AGUIRRE ESP 696,68
52. Helmut PÖTTLER AUT 686,27
53. Javier TARNO ESP 686,13
54. Ricardo ARACIL ROMERO ESP 685,36
55. Mathijs DE BRUIJN NED 678,04
56. Denys VOLODIN UKR 677,63
57. Sergey LATYPOV RUS 670,78
58. Andrew HOLLY GBR 662,29
59. Pavel KOSTRHUN CZE 660,03
60. Igor MIKLOUSIC CRO 654,70
61. Al NELS USA 654,45
62. Sandor VEGH HUN 645,53
63. Olivier ROUX DEVILLAS FRA 643,03
64. Jordi ARACIL ROMERO ESP 641,38
65. Radko PETROVIC SLO 637,13
66. Martin WULFF GER 636,01
67. Marcus STRAUF GER 635,76
68. Gintautas MOCKAITIS LTU 635,47
69. Andreas SIMONER AUT 629,97
70. Frank NOACK GER 629,80
71. Poa EKEBLAD SWE 620,22
72. Vladislav KLYMENKO UKR 619,65
73. Sandor TÖRÖK HUN 617,97
74. Josef SCHERZER AUT 614,61
75. Philippe DE COCK BEL 606,68
76. Christoffer MUNDT DEN 601,50
77. Sergiy BYELORUSOV UKR 600,61
78. Mikael KLINGBERG NOR 600,44
79. John GRUBBSTROM SWE 599,30
80. Isamu SENJU JPN 581,32
81. Giovanni AIMO ITA 580,80
82. Owen KEOWN USA 577,24
83. Michel LEBLANC FRA 576,12
84. Tore WANDEL SWE 574,33
85. Shawn MACKINGA SUI 570,47
86. Steven VLEGELS BEL 568,59
87. Johannes KOOISTRA NED 567,20
88. Pat CANNON USA 564,51
89. Marc KREMER LUX 564,48
90. Eduardo De MELO BRA 556,92
91. Toshiro ISHIHARA JPN 554,72
92. Torsten MÖNCH GER 550,16
93. Branislav KONCIR SVK 548,88
94. Les SPRINGETT AUS 547,45
95. Juraj BREZAN SVK 547,29
96. Marcus GREEN GBR 538,70
97. Matti  TAHTINEN FIN 536,71
98. Jukka KUJALA FIN 531,71
99. Koji HIRATA JPN 529,19
100. William ARRAS USA 525,29
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101. Gunars DUKSTE LVA 524,13
102. Tomoyuki ASANO JPN 524,13
103. Paul SPELLWARD GBR 523,42
104. Henrik ÖDMAN SWE 522,26
105. Xiang LIU CHN 521,68
106. Neil GABRIEL GBR 517,21
107. Claude SAUBER LUX 509,46
108. Ortwin HILLNHÜTTER GER 508,44
109. Andrey DENISENKO RUS 499,32
110. Uwe CLAUSSEN GER 493,90
111. Tomas STEJSKAL CZE 490,17
112. Dimitry KALACHEV KAZ 488,55
113. Phil GLEBE USA 488,47
114. Vito ROME SLO 486,98
115. Jean-Pierre HELEU FRA 485,26
116. Benny ELSENER SUI 482,19
117. Sacha HAIM BRA 481,03
118. Nikolaus BINDER AUT 479,45
119. Oliver BLEIKERTZ GER 478,59
120. Luc HERDEWIJN BEL 477,41
121. Monya KAJIYAMA JPN 477,25
122. Susumu AKAMA JPN 469,97
123. Bradley CRAIG USA 469,40
124. Pierre MANGIN FRA 468,81
125. Yoshihiro INOUE JPN 468,59
126. Hirotsugu SAKAGUCHI JPN 467,88
127. Georges KLOMP LUX 467,59
128. Sergey BAJENOV RUS 466,07
129. Thomas FINK GER 461,91
130. Fabio PASSOS BRA 459,72
131. Peter HAUSMANN GER 458,54
132. Andrew ROBERTSON AUS 457,30
133. Ron FRUSHER USA 454,58
134. Henrik Vedel JORGENSEN DEN 453,59
135. Pertti LEPPÄKOSKI FIN 453,35
136. Harry DE GREEF NED 452,94
137. Paolo BONANNO ITA 450,60
138. Hiroki MIYATA JPN 450,45
139. Jolanta MATEJCZUK POL 449,35
140. Igor CHARBONNIER ITA 449,16
141. Arnis MIKELSONS LVA 448,29
142. Nico BETZEN LUX 444,35
143. Nobuaki TSUJI JPN 439,11
144. Nicolas SCHWARZ FRA 438,26
145. Cory BLOOM USA 437,22
146. Yoshimi KODAMA JPN 434,93
147. Ailsa SPINDLER GBR 434,28
148. Michel GOUINGUENE FRA 434,04
149. Michaela FREYER AUT 433,58
150. Marc NUTHALL RSA 433,06

The World Ranking List was first established in 2000. Its purpose is to show a ranking of the top
hot air balloon pilots of the world. The list is established by a calculation formula that includes the 
results of the World Championships, the World Air Games and to minor effect the competitor's
national ranking position. The list is updated whenever new results of the World Championships
or the World Air Games are available.

This World Ranking List is not to be used for invitational purposes!  The intention is to provide a
performance comparison among pilots of the world. The calculation formula of this Ranking List is to
be proven over a series of years and might be adapted.
Nota Bene: The National Aeroclubs can nominate any number of competing pilots for this list,
so taking the quota (or percentage) of one nations pilots in the World Ranking List for any
comparison could give a false impression of the performance of these nations pilots. In other words 
one could not deduct from this list that eg. Japan has the most best pilots placed under rank 100.

A service by the Competitors Subcommittee of the CIA / FAI. Detailed explanation is available on request.
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